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What Is Claimed Is: 

1 A A method for classifying a document 
using a classification system comprising the steps 
of: 

defining a plurality of classes; 
identifying source documents of each of 



said plural it. y_^f ^ela s s e s.;— . 



of said crE 




generating a classification theme forN each 



entering an unclassified document into the 



0 system; 



corre 




erating an unclassified document theme 



ling to said source documents; and 
classifying they document into one of said 
plurality of classes when\ the unclassified document 




2 . A method as reca\ted in claim 1 further 
comprising the steps of reviewing documents in said 
class ; 

0 determining misclassif iedViocuments ; and 

assigning a theme s^gore to the 
misclassif ied documents . 

3UG> ^S. A method as recited in claim 1 further 

comprising £he steps of weighting a predetermined 
5 section of the\inclassif ied document. 



4 . A me^feliod as recited in claim 1 wherein 
said predetermined sectio n comprises one from the 



group 



of 



an 



abstract ; 



an 



international 
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cJSassif icat ioij; a U.S. classification, claims section 
and av title . 




A method as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising ts(je step of forming a first and second 
subclass from X class. 




aidsteo 



6. A method asl recited in claim 1 wherein 
of fntc ming a fxlrst and second subclass 

i^le'cted group of related 

• \ 



comprises identifying a 
documents from said class 



10 



15 



20 



A method as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising reclassifying a plurality of classes into 
a plurality of new classes byl 

identifying source \ documents for each of 
said plurality of new classes; 

generating respective new class theme 

scores ; 

reclassifying document^ with said plurality 
of classes into the^p^urali ty of \ new classes when the 

is substantially 



\ 



classified document theme scoj 
similar to the new class theme sco\re . 



8. A classification sysaem comprising: 
establishing a plurality \f classes and a 

plurality of subclasses; 

identifying source document^ of each of 
25 said plurality of classes and said \plurality of 

subclasses ; 

generating a classification therAe score for 
each class and each subclass in response to the 
source document s ; 
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entering *^n unclassified document into the 

system; 

generating \n unclassified theme score for 
the unclassified document; and 

classifying tP\e document into one of said 
plurality of classes wh^ 
theme score is subsfc'cffitfia^ 
theme score . 



e unclassified document 
y similar to the class 



5ue>c^ 



A method as recited in claim 8 further 
le steps of reviewing documents in said 



comprising 
class ; 

detern^ning misclassif ied documents; and 
assigning a . theme score to the 
misclassif ied documents 



f/ 



10. A methodVs recited in claim 8 further 
comprising the steps of\ weighting a predetermined 
section of the unclassified Ndocument 



11. A meth od as recited in claim 8 \£here#_n 
H_j22:p^-t^-gna i npri qert^iojcL comprises one ^ from *the ^ 




) ( group of an abstract; an international 

classification; a U.S. classification, claims section 
and a title. 



12 . A method as iecited in claim 1 further 
comprising reclassifying a plurality of classes into 
a plurality of new classes by: 

identifying source documents for each of 
said plurality of new classes; 

generating respective^ new class theme 

scores ; 



30 




reclassifying documents with said plurality 



of classes into t^ie plurality of new classes when the 4 
classif ied document theme sco re is substant ially 
similar to the new ilass theme score. 



10 



15 



20 



13 

comprising : 



system for classifying documents 



for 



entering 



an 



a document \ input 
unclassified document; 

a document storage memory; 

a controller co\ipled to said document input 
and document storage \ memory said controller 
programmed to classify documents into a plurality of 
classes by identifying source documents of each of 
said plurality of classefe^ generating a Jj ipme; 
categorizing documents int\o said classes, 



and 



classifying the document intc\ one of^ sai^^plurality 
of classes when the unclassi fie d document theme score 
is substantially similar to the \clas erne score. 

606 A system as -recited in claim 

wherein said ^iQcument input comprises the Internet 

15. A Vstem as recited in claim 
wherein said document\input comprises a scanner. 



13 



13 




16. A system \ as recited in claim 
.roller Vis 
source documents for eachXof said pi 
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wherein said controller \ls programmed to identify 

uralit 



ty of new 



classes ; 



and 



generate respectiveX new class theme scores; 



reclassify documents with said plurality of 
30 classes into the plurality of new classes when the 
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classified document\ theme score is substantially 



similar to the new claiss theme score 



^Oft G.*^ ^ A system as recited in claim 13 
wherein saicK controller is programmed to assign a 
5 weight to sectiWis of an unclassified document. 

18. A system as recited in claim 13 
wherein said controller is programmed to classify 
documents into a subclass 
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